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XIII. A Hepatitis , with unfavourable Symp¬ 
toms^ treated by Robert Smith, Surgeon at 
Edinburgh, now at Leicefter. 


Read April 2 4 >T\ /f R S Morton, aged 26, of a fpare 
17664 JLVA habit and a fmall fize, in the fum- 
mer of the year 1750, frequently complained of a 
pain in her right fide. About the middle of July, the 
lame year, a violent vomiting and pain in her ftomach 
introduced an acute fever, accompanied with a con- 
ftant deep-feated pain in the right fide, under the 
coft* nothas, a little lower than where the ufual pleu¬ 
ritic fymptom in either fide is generally felt. 

Copious bleedings, to fixty ounces and upwards,, 
with a veficatory on the affe&ed part, and pedtoral me¬ 
dicines internally, afforded fome temporal relief. 

July 27th, Upon the account of an intolerable pain, 
at her ftomach, a very uncommon uneafinefs, and 
gripings in her belly, a medicine was exhibited, com¬ 
posed of pulv. ftann. corralin. &c. and the day follow¬ 
ing, fhe voided by ftool a large annular worm, 
about half an inch broad, in length fix yards and a 
half. 


Auguft 1 ft, This day, upon examination, was 
difcovered a confiderable tumor, fufpedted, from its 
fituation, and previous fymptoms, to be formed in the 
anterior part of the liver, of an oblong figure, and 
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extended its longeft diameter acrofs the epigaftrium 
about feyen inches. 

The patient, by this time, greatly debilitated by 
the large evacuations and fever, which ftill exifted, 
became fo lowand difpirited, that fhe had given over all 
thoughts of recovey, her hufband and relations being of 
the fame opinion. To Dr. J. Dundas, an eminent 
phyfician, who had oceafionally attended, I propofed 
making an incifion into the tumor ; though the event, 
under the prefent circumftances, had but an indifferent 
afpedt. This propofal was, however, approved of by 
the dodtor, our patient, and her relations, under the 
following terms, viz. to have the opinion of the 
principal furgeon or furgeons in that city on the 
expediency of the operation, in order that, fhould the 
experiment prove unfuccefsful, there might be no- 
blame imputed afterwards. 

Strong fuppuratives, in the form of cataplafms, were 
now ufed, whereby the tumor became more promi¬ 
nent in two days; a very deep fhidtuation being felt, 
a large cauftic was applied on the moft depending 
pofterior fide, thereby to avoid hurting the ftomach 
or its appendages by an incifion, which was made 
feveral hours after, from whence iffued a copious 
difcharge,at firft purulent, at laft glutinous, refembling 
the white of an egg: no adhefion to the peritoneum 
could be feltj though accurately tryed all round with 
the finger. 

Great attention and care were ufed in the proper 
applications, bandage, &c. particularly in the pofture 
of the patient; ivory and filver flat cannulas, kept in 
the aperture, were materially beneficial, as well for 
the conveyance of balfamic injedtions, as to facilitate 
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the exit of the putrid contents. The 3d night after 
the operation, (he turned delirious ; this fymptom, 
with an increafed fever and exceffive cough, afforded 
little or no hopes of a recovery, the more efpecially, 
as the difcharge was now turned exceflively thin, of a 
dufky colour and very foetid: for thefe reafons, I 
drafted her twice a day, throwing in large quantities 
of a warm injection, cotnpofed of adecodt. ficuum, and 
rad. alth. wherein was diffolved half, capiv. to which 
was added, when the fever abated, fome calomel ppt. 
In the mean time medicines internally, to allay her 
fever and cough, were not negledted ; and the after¬ 
wards took daily, as her ftomach and other fymptoms 
would admit, a light infufton of cort. peruv. 

By thefe means ftridtly followed, about the 21ft 
day from that of the incifion, a laudable pus was 
obtained; but on the 23d, a thin fanious difcharge in 
great quantities burft out, worfe than the former, and 
extremely foetid. 

Towards the end of the month, it began once more 
to affume a benign afpedt, but broke out a 3d and 4th 
time, on the 1 ft and 15th of September, every time 
the difcharge growing more and more acrid, fo as to 
excoriate and inflame the external parts; notwith- 
ftanding thefe threatnings, by a clofe perfeverance in 
the forementioned method, at the end of ten weeks, 
a callous cicatrix was obtained upon the external 
wound, and the recovery compleated foon after by 
the ufe of a few alterative mercurial pills. 

The woman is ftill alive, now (1766) in London, 
and enjoys a middling ftate of health; only has been 
liable to complaints of gripes and indigeftion, every 
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three, four or five months. Her laft complaint was 
generally relieved by a few faponaceous gills. 

I am, 

SIR, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 


Leicefter, Feb. 19, 
1766. 


Robert Smith. 


Received March, 1766. 

XIV. Experiments on the Peruvian Bark, by 
Arthur Lee, M, D. 

Read ^? y *' r V 'HE great object of experiments is to 
17 * X eftablifti principles, on which prac¬ 
tice may be conducted in the moft expeditious and 
unerring manner. The intention, therefore, with 
which the following experiments on the Peruvian 
bark were made, was to confirm the pharmaceutic 
treatment of this medicine where it was juft, to cor¬ 
rect it where it was erroneous, or to improve it where 
it was defedtive. 

Experiment I. 

In the firft experiment, I infufed two ounces of the 
powder of Peruvian bark, in a pound and a half of 
diftilled water j after 24 hours, it was filtered, and the 

filtered 



